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Introduction

• Energy and climate policy at national level is affected by EU climate policy 
and relevant instruments. 

• International climate policy is the main driver for developing EU climate and 
energy policy.
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The road to Paris

The Paris Agreement is the culmination of years of efforts by the international community 
to bring about a universal multilateral agreement on climate change.

• The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), agreed in 
1992, is the main international treaty on fighting climate change. Its objective is to 
prevent dangerous man-made interference with the global climate system. The EU is 
among the 197 Parties of the Convention. 

• Cancun (2010) acknowledged for the first time in a formal UN decision that global 
warming must be kept below 2°C compared to pre-industrial temperatures. 
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Paris Agreement (2015) goals

Mitigation: Holding the increase in the global average 
temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels 
and pursuing efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C.
Adaptation: Increasing the ability to adapt to the adverse 
impacts of climate change and foster climate resilience and 
low greenhouse gas emissions development.
Financing: Making finance flows consistent with a pathway 
towards low GHG emissions and climate-resilient 
development. 
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Implementation of the Paris Agreement

Implementation of the Paris Agreement requires economic and social transformation, based on the best 
available science. The Paris Agreement works on a five-year cycle of increasingly ambitious climate action – or, 
ratcheting up – carried out by countries.

Since 2020, countries have been submitting their national climate action plans, known as nationally 
determined contributions (NDCs). Each successive NDC is meant to reflect an increasingly higher degree of 
ambition compared to the previous version.

To better frame the efforts towards the long-term goal, the Paris Agreement invites countries to formulate and 
submit long-term low greenhouse gas emission development strategies (LT-LEDS). LT-LEDS provide 
the long-term horizon to the NDCs. Unlike NDCs, they are not mandatory.
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EU 2030 Climate and Energy Targets

In 2014 EU leaders agreed on the 2030 Climate and Energy package:
• at least 40% cuts in greenhouse gas emissions (from 1990 levels)
• at least 32% share for renewable energy
• at least 32.5% improvement in energy efficiency

This overall ambition was raised in 2020 to 55% of cuts in GHG emissions. 
These targets are implemented mainly by: 
* the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) * the Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) * the Land Use, 
Land Use Change and Forestry Regulation (LULUCF) * the Renewable Energy Directive (RED) * 
the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) * Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) 9
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There are 6 priorities for the 2019-2024 
Commission:
• A European Green Deal
• A Europe fit for the digital age
• An economy that works for people
• A stronger Europe in the world
• Promoting our European way of life
• A new push for European democracy

Green Deal is a new growth strategy that 
helps the EU to cut emissions while 
creating jobs.
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EU Emissions Trading System
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ESR – Effort Sharing Regulation
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LULUCF – Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry Regulation
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EPBD –Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

• As of 2030 all new buildings must be zero-emission; new public buildings must 
be zero emission already by 2027.

• The worst-performing 15% of the EU building stock will have to be upgraded 
from Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) label G to at least label F by 2030, 
public and non-residential buildings leading the way by 2027. Residential 
buildings should be renovated from G to at least F by 2030, and to at least E by 
2033.

• The obligation to have an energy performance certificate is extended to 
buildings undergoing major renovation, buildings for which a rental contract is 
renewed and all public buildings.
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EPBD –Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

• Requirement to roll out charging infrastructure for electric vehicles in residential 
and commercial buildings and to promote dedicated parking space for bicycles.

• Buildings or building units which are offered for sale or rent must have an energy 
performance certificate, and the energy performance class and indicator should 
be stated in all advertisements.

• National Building Renovation Plans will be fully integrated into National Energy 
and Climate Plans (NECPs) to ensure comparability and tracking of progress – they 
will need to include roadmaps for phasing out fossil fuels in heating and cooling 
by 2040 at the latest.
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NECP –National Energy and Climate Plans



Households

Thank You for your attention!


